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Easter Holiday 2009! 
Forty nine people enjoyed the Easter holiday break at 

Bethshan, Wyee this past Easter long weekend.  Led by  Hal 

Drayton and assisted by Arthur Davis, the great Coach driver 

James, Len & Jeanette Kingston and Barbara Ward, the group 

left Ryde Congregational Church following a great Good Friday 

Service at which the Rev. Robert Aiken spoke about the 

significance of the day.  

Naturally, this happened only after a great Morning Tea 

provided by the church ladies was consumed. With only a few 

crumbs left behind, James headed the coach north to our 

destination.  

Arriving at Wyee just in time for lunch we were greeted by our 

hosts and allocated a room. The Bethshan Conference Centre is 

presently upgrading its rooms which made the stay all the more 

pleasant.  

Hal, of course, made the holiday all the more interesting with 

his videos of a past era in Sydneyõs history when Trams rattled 

through the streets. He also played hymns sung by well known 

Irish singers Foster & Allen.  

Those up to it always enjoyed a supper at the end of the nightõs 

activities.  

There was no need to wake anyone up of a morning as all knew 

that breakfast was a meal not to be missed! The kitchen staff 

did a magnificent job catering for the group with a hot meal to 
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#ÈÁÉÒÍÁÎȭÓ #ÈÁÔȡ "ÅÁÔÉÎÇ ,ÏÎÅÌÉÎÅÓÓ 

H ave you ever felt 

all alone and 

maybe also 

abandoned?  Lots of us 

feel that way from time 

to time.   We grow up 

thinking that no one 

loves us, or perhaps that 

òNobody really cares 

about me!ó 

The truth is that there 

are many people in the 

world just like that.   It so 

happens that we are 

social beings and without 

regular and positive 

contact, most of us can 

feel lonely. Feeling 

lonely can be a 

depressing or scary 

feeling. For some it 

happens every now and 

then, for others it can 

become their most 

regular friend or enemy.  

 Experiences of loneliness 

can range from a vague 

feeling that something is 

not right to an intense 

deprivation and deep 

pain. Loneliness is not 

the same as being alone; 

it is the feeling of being 

alone and being sad 

about it. While everyone 

feels lonely some of the 

time, it is only when you 

feel trapped in your 

loneliness that it 

becomes a real problem.  

Loneliness comes in many 

forms. It is usually when 

you have little contact 

with people.   It can also be 

when you feel you have 

little importance or value in 

other people's lives, or when 

the people you are with see 

things differently from you.  

Thatõs why our Crossroads 

Christian Fellowship 

Branches are so 

important.   They give us 

opportunity to be with 

people we know care for 

us.  They also give us the 

opportunity to interact with 

others.   You may know 

someone who lives near you 

who could benefit by joining 

your Crossroads 

Branch.  Why donõt you 

invite them along so 

loneliness does not become 

their problem.  

By the way, if you have ever 

felt lonely you might be 

encouraged to know that so 

did the man who wrote the 

Psalms.  In Psalm 25:16 he 

cries, òTurn to me and be 

gracious to me, for I am 

lonely and afflicted.ó 

I close with the words of 

part of Hebrews 13: 5 in the 

Message version where the 

promise from the Lord 

comes, ôSince God assured 

us, "I'll never let you down, 

never walk off and leave  

you," we can boldly quote, 

God is there, ready to help; 

Iõm fearless no matter what. 

Who or what can get to me?õ

  

- Len Kingston 
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Another Great Bible Verse: Romans 
8:38-39 (NIV) 

 

For I am convinced that neither death nor 

life, neither angels nor demons, neither 

the present nor the future, nor any 

powers, neither height nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God that is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.  



Power in Weakness 

óM ummy, that lady is happy 

lady.õ  

ôThatõs Mrs. Pool,õ I told 

Katherine,   my three -year-old 

daughter.   

We were sitting together looking 

at the front cover of a small 

magazine: ôThe Vital Linkõ which 

someone had left on my 

doorstep.   A smiling Frances Pool 

was sitting in a wheelchair, one 

hand resting lightly on a Bible in 

her lap.    

I leafed through the booklet and 

decided to write to Mrs. Pool and 

pass on my daughterõs 

remarks.  In reply she asked me if 

I would write a regular column 

about my life with Katherine.   I 

agreed to do so, and I wrote my 

column each month.   At Mrs. 

Poolõs request it was illustrated 

by a picture of my 

daughter.   Mrs. Pool called the 

feature:   ôKatherineõs Kornerõ.  

That was in 1963.  Later we 

included Katherineõs siblings, 

Elizabeth and Jonathan, so 

eventually the heading 

became:  Katherine, Elizabeth 

and Jonathan accompanied by a 

picture of the three children.    

I wrote homely stories of life with 

children, with an emphasis on an 

inspirational truth coming 

through the story.    

Vital Link readers loved the 

stories and wrote to the Bristol 

office of the Disabled Christiansõ 

Fellowship to say so.  I continued 

the stories for the next four to 

five years, and only gave up 

writing them when our family 
(Continued on page 6) 
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From the Editor 

A ǎ L ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ LΩƳ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ a train headed for home, 

at quarter to 5 in the afternoon, 

ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ŎƻƭŘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ 

getting. Of course, it might have 

something to do with fact the 

train has the air-con running (in 

winter?!) but there can be no 

Řƻǳōǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ 

heading into that time of year : a 

time of brown leaves, cool 

weather, and persistent colds! 

Fortunately, cold weather is just 

the thing to get us on our feet 

doing things. As Len notes in his 

Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ 

always work to be done, 

regardless of your age. 

While we often think of work as 

a chore or burden, work is 

actually a good thing. When God 

created Adam, he gave him tasks 

to do in the Garden; tending 

plants, naming animals and so 

forth. It was only when Adam 

and Eve fell to sin that a lot of 

work became something that 

was  tiring, and often 

disheartening. 

But even still, God has chosen all 

of us to do His work; to love our 

neighbours, to turn the other 

cheek, to help build the 

kingdom, and to tell others 

about his Gospel message! 

And what greater work is there 

to do? 

 

- Nick Gilbert 

start every day.  

Naturally, there was a lot of 

hand clapping and ôgood byeõ 

waves when finally we departed 

the site on the Monday 

afternoon!  

The group really appreciated 

James the driver who was more 

a carer in the real sense of the 

word.  James was one of those 

drivers who drove the coach at 

a comfortable speed whenever 

we were on the road.  Even our 

trip home on the Monday 

afternoon in the rain was a 

pleasant journey!  

Summing up, the holiday was a 

great success. 

This coming Christmas holiday 

season will be another 

opportunity for people to enjoy 

either one 

of Halõs 

trips or the 

holiday 

arranged by 

Len 

Kingston 

which will 

be going to 

South 

Australia.  

- Len Kingston  
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#ÏÏËȭÓ #ÏÒÎÅÒȡ              
Rock Cakes 

If you have any recipes, please email 

them to 

news@crossroadsfellowship.org.au 

¶ 2 cups self - raising flour  

¶ 1/4 teaspoon sugar  

¶ Pinch of salt + some 

cinnamon sugar  

¶ 90g butter  

¶ 120g mixed dried fruit (eg 

currants, sultanas  

¶ 1 egg  

¶ 1/3 cup of milk  

¶ Cinnamon sugar (5 parts 

sugar, 1 part cinnamon)  

First, sift the flour, sugar, salt 

and cinnamon into a bowl, then 

rub into the flour fix until it 

looks like breadcrumbs.  

Add the dried fruit, and mix it 

well, before adding egg. Mix 

again, and then add enough 

milk to make a firm, moist 

dough.  

Spoon the dough into rough 

heaps on a greased tray, and 

sprinkle with cinnamon sugar.  

Bake in oven at 180c for 10 -15 

minutes, then loosen and allow 

to cool on the trays.  

And, of course, enjoy!  

Parramatta Happenings 

S ince the last Crossroads 

News, Parramatta 

Crossroads has been very busy. 

We have been bowling, been 

on a ferry trip to Manly, and 

we have met for two of our 

hall nights.  

We have also had the pleasure 

of making new friends over the 

past few months as some of 

the folk from Crossroads at 

Castle Hill have come across to 

join us, as unfortunately the 

Castle Hill Branch has had to 

close. 

When we arrive at Crossroads 

for our hall nights, we always 

look forward to watching our 

photo slide show that is 

displayed on the wall. Each 

time we have met since July 

last year we have taken a few 

photos and these are then 

added to the growing display 

that we enjoy each month.  

We have also enjoyed writing a 

letter to our sponsor child 

together as we shared with her 

some of the exciting things we 

did during the holidays.  

Our creative abilities were 

stretched as we have also 

spent time making 2 crafts 

together, a calendar to remind 

us of when to meet for 

Crossroads, and a cross keyring 

that can remind us of our 

Saviour Jesusõ great love for 

us. 

In March, we spent time 

4 

Daryl, John, Bandy, Christine and Doug 

show off the end results 

celebrating Easter together as 

we made Easter cards and 

enjoyed a supper of hot cross 

buns. 

We have sung and danced and 

spent time playing games 

together. When we get together 

we share our joys and our 

sorrows and encourage each 

other with prayer and 

fellowship.  

Itõs always a great time when we 

meet with the wonderful friends 

that we have at Parramatta 

Crossroads.  

 - Lesley Gilbert 

(More pictures from Parra Crossraods on pg. 6) 

Russel, Tony and David hard at work 


