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A Christmas Trip to Tassie! 

L ast December 27th forty three people met at the Qantas 

group booking counter in Sydney to receive their air ticket 

to a fabulous eight day holiday in Hobart, Tasmania organized 

by Sydney Crossroads. 

Each year this branch has conducted a tour always leaving on 

the 27th of December and returning either the 3rd or 4th 

January the following year. The tours have been open to all 

Crossroaders, family members and people with a disability.  In 

the past holidays have been enjoyed in New Zealand, Perth, 

Queensland, and Adelaide with the immediate past trip to 

Tasmania. 

Waiting at the Hobart Airport for the group was Peter of 

Launceston Coaches. Peter soon became a firm friend of all the 

passengers who appreciated his driving skills as well as friendly 

attitude. It has to said that when we finally said ôfarewellõ on 

the last day tears were flowing all around!  

Everyday of the holiday was filled with great adventures and 

happy times.  Lunches were prepared by Edith Shaw and a 

group of willing helpers with everyone always happy with the 

offerings! Some days a BBQ lunch was enjoyed and on other 

days sandwiches, fruit and drinks were available.  

Visits were made to the infamous Port Arthur, Richmond where 

all attended the historic Richmond Congregational Church 

where Len Kingston gave a message on the Parable of the 

Sower. Photos were taken of the sandstone bridge constructed 
(Continued on page 3) 
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#ÈÁÉÒÍÁÎȭÓ #ÈÁÔȡ *ÏÙ 

S omeone wrote an 

acrostic for joy which 

goes like this:  

 

Jesus first 

Others second 

Yourself last.  

 

In a real sense you can't 

plan for joy. You cannot 

orchestrate events 

guaranteed to bubble up 

joy in you. You are 

unlikely to feel joy all 

the time. And so we 

might join most people in 

the world in concluding 

that joy, like laughter 

and happiness, comes 

and goes depending on 

what kind of a day we 

are having.  

Yet the New Testament 

calls joy a fruit of the 

Spirit. That means 

Christians are supposed 

to possess joy every day. 

But that means joy and 

feeling happy are not 

necessarily the same 

thing. Indeed, they are 

not.  

Joy is meant to be the 

bedrock foundation of 

how we go at life every 

day. In the Bible you can 

find a fair amount of talk 

about joy, very often in 

situations where people 

are said to be rejoicing, 

expressing their joy in 

 

Luke 2:8-12 

There were sheepherders 

camping in the neighborhood. 

They had set night watches 

over their sheep.  

Suddenly, God's angel stood 

among them and God's glory 

blazed around them. They 

were terrified.  

The angel said, "Don't be 

afraid. I'm here to announce a 

great and joyful event that is 

meant for everybody, 

worldwide: A Savior has just 

been born in David's town, a 

Savior who is Messiah and 

Master.  

This is what you're to look 

for: a baby wrapped in a 

blanket and lying in a 

manger." 

 

The greatest joy you can have 

is to know that God has saved 

you through Christõs work on 

the cross. In fact, Jesus was 

also known as Emmanuel, 

because he was the final proof 

that God is indeed with us. 

Now thereõs a reason to sing! 

 - Len Kingston 

song or thanksgiving. The 

Book of Psalms is 

particularly filled with 

rejoicing, with an abiding 

sense of finding joy in the 

fact that God is gracious and 

has saved and is still present 

with and available to his 

people. The presence of 

God brings joy .  

Indeed, even the psalms 

give evidence of joy. The 

situations of those psalmists 

were not always happy. 

There was no laughter in 

their lives. They were not 

having a good day.  

But joy remained because 

they still knew about God , 

they could still pray to God, 

knowing that God always 

cares for his people (even 

when, inexplicably, he 

seems not to be doing 

anything to fix what's 

broken).  

Do you have joy?  When I 

was a teenager we sang a 

song that said, òIõve got the 

joy, joy, joy, joy down in 

my heart, down in my heart 

to stay!ó 

That is the kind of Joy God 

wants you to have!  In fact, 

His Word says that the One 

who can give us joy was 

born so long ago.   

Do you remember what the 

angels said to the shepherds 

those many years ago?  Here 

is the reminder from Luke 2 

as found in the Message 

version of the Bible:  
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A Christmas Party at Narellan 

W hen Bankstown City and 

Sydney Crossroaders get 

together for their end of year 

Christmas celebrations everyone 

has a good time!   

At around noon on the day of the 

celebrations, coaches begin to 

arrive at the Narellan 

Congregational Community 

Centre where lots of helpers 

from the Narellan Community 

Congregational Church have 

already been busy preparing for 

the event. The sponsoring body 

go to a lot of trouble to make 

sure everyone has a great time 

by preparing lots of fun things to 

do (last year musical chairs 

proved to be a very happy time), 

lots of goodies to eat and drink 

and a present from Santa for 

everyone!   

The pastor of the church, the 

Rev. David Beasant, also has a 

great message following a time 

of singing well known Christmas 

songs and Carols. 

By three oõclock it is well and 

truly time to pack up and head 

for home with a lot of happy 

Crossroad members leaving with 

happy memories of a great day.  

 -  Len Kingston 

(more pics on pg 5)  
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From the Editor 

H ƛ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΗ aȅ ƴŀƳŜΩǎ bƛŎƪ DƛƭōŜǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 

Editor of Crossroads News. Sorry 

about the delay in getting this 

issue out to you all, but as you can 

perhaps glean from these very 

pages, its been a very busy 

Christmas for pretty much 

everybody! 

As you can also see, Crossroads 

News is changing a little bit. The 

most obvious change is the look 

(please let me know what you 

think!) But the other change is that 

I want to make this a publication 

that closely documents each 

branch as closely as possible. 

That means we need contributions 

from YOU guys. As you can see, not 

all the articles here are very long. 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 

be. We just want a little something 

from each branch. So please, for 

each issue, could you send your 

articles to 

news@crossroadsfellowship.org.au, 

and see  YOUR work in the official 

newsletter. Photos are also 

welcome! 

I hope everyone had a great 

Christmas and New Year. See you 

next issue! 

Nick Gilbert 

-Editor 

by convicts in Richmond before 

a visit was made to Zoo Doo 

where a great time was had by 

all!   

The Tahune forest walk 

amongst the tall trees was a 

spectacular visit with Peter 

Fisher receiving a certificate 

proving he had completed the 

daring adventure!  

A big thanks is extended to Wal    

& Sue Pearce, David & Hilda 

Caine, David & Edith Shaw and 

Len & Jeanette Kingston who 

were the official carers on this 

trip. Their job was made easy 

with all of the passengers doing 

the ôright 

thingõ making 

the trip one of 

the most 

successful yet. 

- Len Kingston 

(more pics on pg 5)  

(Continued from page 1) 
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#ÏÏËȭÓ #ÏÒÎÅÒȡ              
Impossible Quiche 

If you have any recipes, please email 

them to 

news@crossroadsfellowship.org.au 

¶ 4 eggs, unbeaten   

¶ 50g melted butter   

¶ 2/3 cup SR flour   

¶ 1 ½ cups milk   

¶ ½ tspn salt & pepper   

¶ 1 tspn onion flakes   

¶ 1 cup chopped ham, 

chicken, asparagus or 

bacon   

¶ 1 cup grated cheese  

¶ ½ capsicum, chopped 

(optional)  

Place all ingredients in a bowl 

with a tight lid and shake well, 

or mix together in an open 

bowl. You can also add less 

cheese & ham and substitute 

with grated carrot, chopped 

mushroom etc.  

Pour into a 20cm flan dish and 

bake for 45 mins in a 350C 

oven, OR spoon into mini 

muffin pans and bake for 10 

mins.   

Parramatta Happenings 

E arly in December, 

Parramatta Crossroads 

enjoyed meeting for our 

annual Christmas party and 

carols. We met mid afternoon 

and made Christmas cards, 

sang carols, talked about the 

very first Christmas, and then 

shared in a great dinner of 

chicken and salad and ice 

cream and meringue.  

Prayer is very important to us 

at Parramatta and we spent 

time praying for 2 ladies 

known to us who have serious 

illnesses. One lady has had a 

stroke and the other has 

cancer. We would be very 

grateful if you would join us as 

we pray for the healing of 

these 2 ladies. 

We then cleared everything 

away and headed to Dundas 

Public School where we joined 

in with the Carols that were 

put on by St Andrewõs Church 

at Dundas. 
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Wendy, Phil and Maisie join in carols 

Lourraine and Norm hard at work 

We all had a great time and 

wished each other and everyone 

a Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year. 

 - Lesley Gilbert 


