


GLOSSARY OF INDIAN TERMS

Rupee Unit of Indian currency: equivalent to less than 5p.

Paise One hundred paisas equal to one rupee.

Caste Hindu division of class, with Brahmins as the highest caste.

Brahmins  were originally the priest and scholars. These still hold most of the influential
positions in India today. There are also levels of Brahmins.

Kshatriyas  represent the 'warrior class'. Previously these were the kings, soldiers and
warriors. Now many of this caste are landowners and large-scale farmers.

 
The third caste level is Vaishyas or traders.

 
The fourth level is Sudras, now crafts men and small landowners.

Harijans, formerly 'untouchables' are sometimes villagers, sometimes illiterate, and
sometimes do menial and degrading jobs. Some now succeed in leaving the villages and
with an education and perhaps a clerical job, are less easily definable in caste structure.

Gunja Hashish - a drug

Lunghi Men's wraparound trousers
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