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Christian Disability Partnership

In Australia

A welcome from the chair

Welcome to the spring edition of Christian Disability Partnership (CDP)
newsletter. Our vision is to see people with and without disabilities, working
together so that the Body of Christ may be glorified!

It was a real pleasure for my husband, Stephen and myself to spend our
morning with Wesley Uniting Church at Castle Hill on the 13 October 2002
to present to them their ‘Inclusive Congregations Program’(ICP) Certificate.

The sermon was titled “Gods Invitation”, The Parable of the Great Banquet
(Luke 14:15-24). When no-one who had been invited turned up to his
banquet, this man ordered his servants to go out and invite the ‘...poor, the : ‘
crippled, the blind and the lame.” The sermon pointed out that everyone is invited to this Great
Banquet; disabled or not! We just have to RSVP! How relevant was this to the aims of a
church wanting to be involved in the Inclusive Congregation Program (ICP)!

As an ICP member, Wesley Uniting has made a commitment to the following four principles.
They believe that people with and without disabilities:

1. are valued as individuals, having been created in the Image of God,;

2. share a need for God’s Saving Grace through Jesus’ death and Resurrection;

3. should be encouraged to practice their faith & use their gifts and talents in worship,
service, study and leadership; therefore as a congregation & individuals they are
furthering the building up of the Body of Christ.

Also, that the congregation is endeavouring

4. to removing barriers of architecture, communication, & attitudes that exclude people

with disabilities from full and active participation.

Running a Crossroads branch for people with intellectual disabilities for almost ten years now,
Wesley Uniting is now ready to ‘...take the next step...” says, Rev Garry Derkenne. It is
important to reach out to the many different people who have different levels of disabilities and
include them in their community.

After the service we had the opportunity to talk to the members of the congregation during
morning tea. It was exciting to see the positive attitudes of having such a ministry as part of
their Christian outreach. A couple of the members who have children with disabilities
themselves saw this as a positive step forward for the church as a whole.

If your church would like to investigate what it means to be an ICP member and how it could
benefit them, please do not hesitate to ring up and talk to us.

Athena Pavlis-Goard, Chairperson .
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The (Other) Stolen Generation

“If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his
immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than a

unbeliever.”

1 Timothy 5:8

Over the past few years much has been spoken
about the Aboriginal “stolen generation” who
were taken from their families. Without lessening
the need for Governments and churches to
acknowledge the Aboriginal stolen generation,
there is also a need to acknowledge the
thousands of young Australian children with
disabilities who were placed in institutions. Up
until relatively recently, families were not given a
choice about keeping their child with a disability
at home. This other “stolen generation” has
received significantly less publicity than the first,
mainly because many people affected do not
have the communication skills or political power
to tell their stories.

History of institutions in Australia

The first asylum was built in Sydney in 1811, 23
year after European settlement. Up until the
1960s, large institutions were the main provider
of care for people with physical, intellectual and
psychiatric disabilities. In 1983, The Richmond
Report recommended closure of large institutions
and the establishment of services in the
community including group homes and in-home
support services. To this day, there are hundreds
of people living in institutions despite consultative
governments promising to provide the necessary
funds for alternative accommodation.

Families were not given a choice

It is well documented that parents were not given
a choice about their child's accommodation. A
parent said during a Four Corners program a
couple of years ago, “I was given no real choice.
The family doctor, being seen as ‘God', said to
put my child in that place. | should go home and
forget about my child, get on with life and have
more children”.

Often people took the doctor's advice. They
dropped off their children and got on with life. The
result was many people who feel lonely and
isolated because they are not surrounded by a

loving family.

It must be noted that not all families left their
children and walked away. Many families
have stayed in contact and have taken an
active interest of their child's life.

Different models of care

Most large institutions were based on a
medical model of care. In this model people
were seen as patients in need treatment and
therapy. People were treated as part of the
masses. They were not given a choice or
provided with privacy. Most of the activities of
every-day living, like cooking and personal
care, were done for the person. Although
people went to school, priority was given to
receiving therapy rather then learning to read
and write. Hence many people are unable to
undertake relatively normal activities, partly
because they are unable to read.

Group homes are based on a social model
of care. Under this model people are given
some choice about where they live and who
they live with. People are seen as individuals
and they learn skills like cooking and going
shopping. There is a lot more privacy as
people have their own rooms. They are
encouraged to make friends with people in the
community by participating in social activities.

The role of the church
There are many opportunities for churches to
show the love of Christ to these people. CDP
is in contact with people with a disability all
over Sydney who want to be given an
opportunity to attend their local church. You
can:
Ask to be introduced to such a person.
Volunteer to be a helper at a disability
camp for people with a physical disability.
Volunteer to help at a Crossroads group
for people with disabilities.
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Stephen's Story

Stephen has been a member of his church for
about five years. He asked for an opportunity to
tell his story a few weeks ago following a sermon
on the family. He wanted to tell his friends at
church the sadness and loss he felt growing up
outside a loving family. This is Stephen's story.

Stephen was born with cerebral palsy. When he

was five years old he left his family to go to
school at the Spastic Centre in Allambie Heights.
Stephen lived in McLeod House with about 65
other people for the next 25 years. He didn't have
the opportunity to go home during holidays.
Stephen is now living in a community house with
four other people. He still has limited contact with
his family. For the last few years, Christmas day
has been spent with staff from his house while his
housemates all go home to their families.

Living in a group home is not a real substitute for
a loving family. Although he and his house mates
are provided with care and support by caring
staff, it will never replace the care a family can
provide, as after an 8 hour shift the staff go home
to their own families and friends.

Going to church on Sunday is a significant part of
Stephen’'s life. Other members of the church love
him for who he is. People see him as a real man
of God and they know he is praying for them.
When Stephen is at church on a Sunday it is
about the only time in the week when he is with
people who are not paid to be his friend or care
for him. The members of the church who provide
personal care do not do it out of duty, but love.
The church family is important to him because
people love him as Christ does.
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In Review

The Boys Next Door.

by Tom Griffin at the Ensemble Theatre
Reviewed by Martin Butcher

The other night | went to see the play 8The
Boys Next Door” currently playing at the
Ensemble Theatre until 30 November.

As | was watching the play | realized that it
was raising many of the issues being
discussed in this edition of the newsletter.
The play is about four men with intellectual
or psychiatric disabilities who moved from a
large institution into a group home. It looks
at how the men interact with each other,
their residential care worker and other
people around them.

It was said that Lucien's (Kevin Smith) only
disability was that he had lived in institutions
for too many years. He had picked up many
of the behaviors of institutional living which
made it difficult for him to live a 2normal® life.

During the play Barry (Arky Michael) meets
his father who he has not seen for about 8
years. The meeting was not positive partly
because they did not know each other.
Each year Barry's father would send him a
box of chocolates for Christmas despite
Barry's dislike of chocolate. Last year his
father even forgot to do that.

One of the most significant moments in the
play is a farewell party for Jack (Brian
Meegan), who is leaving his job as their
support worker to work as a travel agent.
Each of the residents expresses his grief at
yet another worker who comes into their life
for a relatively short time and then moves on
to something new. The residents don't have
the same opportunity for trying something
new. They will keep on living and dreaming
of the opportunity they could have had.
Ifonly ......

Web Page. www .pastornet.net.au/crossrds/cdp



Spring 202 Vol 1 Isae?2

In the aftermath of the Bali Bombing....

On behalf of the Christian Disability Partnership in Australia, |
want to express my deepest sadness over the Bali bombings
that occurred a few weekends ago. Horrific scenes and
stories coming to us through the media can only force us to
our knees and pray to our God of Peace.

As Australia moves on from this tragic event and through the
healing in the next, weeks, months, even years, we will be
confronted with people disabled through disfigurement from
horrific burns, lost limbs and even severe trauma. There will
be some people now using wheelchairs, people who have
become blind from flying debris or deaf from the massive
blasts of the bombs. Many people will also be suffering post
traumatic stress and grief.

In their journey to healing, people disabled through this event
and their families will be entering our churches searching for
answers, for reasons behind this cruel act. Many will be
confronted with what it means to live with a disability.

Our prayers are with the churches endeavouring to assist
those people and their families compassionately and
practically, demonstrating God's Hope and Healing. And we
continue to pray for the multitude of victims, both directly and
indirectly affected by terrorist attacks worldwide, and pray for
a peaceful resolution.

_Athena Pavlis-Goard
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From the resource Hle
Exclusion and Embrace —
Conversations about Spirituality
and Disability

edited by Christopher J Newel 2002
Available from UnitingCare Victoria,
130 Little Collins Street, Melbourne.
Cost $35.

A collection of papers from the 3"
National Conference on Spirituality
and Disability held in Melbourne
during October 2001.

One of the things that came out of
the conference was that everyone
has a story to tell. Some of the
stories were about personal
experiences of people with
disabilities as they talked about the
joys and struggles of having a
disability and how that has
influenced their spiritual life. Other
stories were about social and
ethical issues including
discrimination within the church and
the community.

| would like to know more!!

CREATING
Name:
C HRISTI AN
COMMUNITY Postal Address:

AN INFORMATION SEMINAR

encouraging congregations to
Phone Number:

(H) (w)

minister to and with people

with disabilities. ,
Email:

Next Seminar:

Saturday, 23 November 2002
9:30am to 2pm

Partnership.
St Stephens Anglican Church
211 Mowbray Rd

Chatswood.

$5 per head for lunch.
For more information contact
Martin  on 9889 2350 or
email mnbutchau@yahoo.com

Please tick appropriate boxes and po st to address on page 1.
| would like to know more about Christian Disability

Please send me future editions of the newsletter.

How can our church participate in the Inclusive
Congregations Program?

Please provide me with information on hosting a Creating
Christian Community seminar at our church. -
How can | be involved with CDP?

Please remove my details from CDP mail list.
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